
 

 

 

 

CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING AND BLACK GIRLS 
 
WHAT IS CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING? 
Child Sex Trafficking occurs any time a person under the age of 18 exchanges any sex act for anything of 
value (e.g., food, shelter, money, etc.).i  
 
WHAT MAKES A YOUTH VULNERABLE TO TRAFFICKING?  
The following factors make youth vulnerable to sex trafficking and exploitation.ii  

• A history of sexual and/or physical abuse  
• Community or family instability  
• Child welfare involvement, especially out-of-home foster care placement  
• Being a runaway or homeless youth  
• Disconnection from the education system  
• Poverty  

 
BLACK GIRLS ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY AT RISK 
Black girls are more likely to experience the risk factors listed above. In addition, studies show that Black 
girls become trafficked at younger ages than their racial counterparts.iii They are over 3x more likely to 
experience poverty than their white peers,iv and consequently more likely to be disconnected from schools 
and other community supports.v Black girls also witness and experience multiple forms of violence at higher 
rates than their white peers.vi  
 
A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING SURVIVORS ARE BLACK GIRLS 

• Of the more than 10,000 cases reported to the National Human Trafficking Hotline, nearly 40% were 
Black women and girls— the highest of any racial group.vii  

• In Louisiana, 89% of the state’s child sex trafficking victims were girls and 54% were Black.viii 
• In King County, Washington, 92% of child sex trafficking victims are female and 41% are Black, 

though Black people only compromise 7% of the population.ix 
• In LA County, two-thirds of trafficked youth are Black, though only 7.4% of the child population in 

LA is Black.x 
 
THE ADULTIFICATION OF BLACK GIRLS CONTRIBUTES TO THEIR CRIMINALIZATION 
“Adultification” is a unique form of intersectional bias against Black girls that perceives them as older and 
less innocent than their white peers.xi According to research: 

• Black girls are perceived as more adult-like than their white peers at almost every stage of childhood, 
starting at age 5, peaking at ages 10 to 14, and continuing into older adolescence.xii 

• Stereotypes that are attributed to Black womenxiii are projected onto Black girls, leading to their 
hypersexualization and the perception that Black girls exercise more agency when engaging in the 
commercial sex trade even when they are too young to consent.xiv 

• Studies show that Black girls are seen to be less traumatized by child sexual abuse than their peers,xv 
more likely to be blamed for their victimization,xvi and are subject to harsher treatment due to being 
seen as more responsible for their actions.xvii  

• On average, only 30% of Black youth are characterized as victims compared to 66% of their white 
counterparts.xviii 

• Black children are over 5x more likely to be arrested on prostitution charges than their white peers.xix  
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