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RACIAL & GENDER DISPARITIES IN THE SEX TRADE

SEX TRADE SURVIVORS ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY WOMEN AND GIRLS COLOR

In Louisiana, 89% of the state’s child sex trafficking victims were girls and 54% were Black.!

In King County, Washington, 44% of all child sex trafficking victims are Black, though Black
people only represent 7% of the population.”

In LA County, two-thirds of trafficked youth are Black, though only 7.4% of the child population
in LA is Black.™

In Ohio, 96% of trafficking victims identified were female and 39% were of color, when people of
color represent only 20% of Ohio’s population."

In Florida, Black children represented 34% of all verified child sex trafficking cases despite Black
people representing only 17% of the state’s population.”

In Hawaii, 83% of sex trafficking survivors are female and 64% are Native Hawaiian."!

In Connecticut, the Department of Children and Families reported that 73% of referrals for
trafficking were children of color and 87% were girls.""

SEX BUYERS ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY WHITE MEN

In Ohio, 85% of sex buyers identified by law enforcement to be connected to sex trafficking
investigations were white men."™

In King County, Washington, 73% of sex buyers are white men, whereas white people only
represent 66% of the state’s population.™

In Pennsylvania, 74% of sex buyers are white men.*

Research indicates that sex buyers in Minnesota are often white, middle-aged, married men who
seek out Indigenous women for sex.*

BLACK WOMEN AND GIRLS BEAR THE BRUNT OF PROSTITUTION ARRESTS

Often survivors of sex trafficking and prostitution, particularly those of marginalized backgrounds, are
criminalized for their exploitation. By contrast, in many jurisdictions, sex buyers face little to no
consequences for their role in exploiting vulnerable women and girls. This is true despite many survivors
describing extreme violence at the hands of sex buyers.*!

In Massachusetts, the ratio of arrests of prostituted people to sex buyers is 9 to 1.%

In Pennsylvania,70% of prostitution arrests are for selling sex, while only 30% of arrests are for
purchasing sex.*"

Women account for 62% of adult prostitution arrests™ and girls account for roughly 71% of youth
prostitution arrests.*"!

Black people account for approximately 42% of adult prostitution arrests —more than any other
racial group.*™"

Black children are over 5x more likely to be arrested on prostitution charges than their white
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