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SEXUAL VIOLENCE AMONG NATIVE WOMEN & GIRLS

NATIVE WOMEN AND GIRLS ARE OVERREPRESENTED AMONG SEX TRADE SURVIVORS

e According to the National Criminal Justice Training Center, 40% of sex trafficking victims in the
United States identified as Native American, despite being only 3% of the population.’

e Native Americans are nearly one-quarter of trafficking victims in New Mexico, despite making
up only 11% of the population. ™

e Girls make up 78% of child sex trafficking victims in Hawaii, and nearly 83% of all child sex
trafficking victims identify as all or part Native Hawaiian. i

e Indigenous children were 5.8 times more likely to be reported victims of trafficking as compared
to white children.™

NATIVE WOMEN EXPERIENCE DISPROPORTIONATE RATES OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE
e A 2022 Amnesty International report revealed over half of American Indian and Alaskan Native
women have suffered sexual abuse— more than twice the national average."
e Of American Indian/Alaskan Native women, 29% report having been raped as compared to 19%
of women of all races."!
e In Seattle, 94% of Native women were forced or coerced into sex in their lifetimes.*!
e At least 86% of those who commit sexual violence against Native women are non-Native men. !

NATIVE GIRLS EXPERIENCE DISPROPORTIONATE RATES OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Sexual violence is so normalized in Tribal communities that young girls are often told by their mothers
and grandmothers, “being raped is a rite of passage.”™®
e According to the Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network (RAINN), Native girls run the highest
risk of sexual violence of all girls. *
e Native girls are twice as likely to be raped and/or sexually assaulted compared to all other races
and ethnicities.*
e Approximately 14% of Native Hawaiian high schoolers in Hawaii reported that they had been
forced to engage in sexual acts by someone they were dating within the past 12 months,
compared to 6.8% of white high schoolers.*!

NATIVE WOMEN AND GIRLS RARELY GET JUSTICE
Sexual violence against Native women and girls thrives because their abusers are often shielded from
accountability.

e Native women who live on reservations are the least likely demographic to see their sexual
assault case investigated or taken to trial. X! In fact, Native women and girls who experience
sexual violence and exploitation are often criminalized for their own victimization through the
abuse to prison pipeline.*

e The 2022 Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) reauthorization expanded the scope of tribal
jurisdiction to cover crimes of gender-based violence and child abuse, including sexual violence
and sex trafficking. This “special tribal criminal jurisdiction” recognizes tribal sovereignty and
finally allows tribes to investigate, prosecute, convict, and sentence both Native and non-Natives
who commit covered crimes in Indian country against Native victims.*"
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https://rights4girls.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SexualAbusetoPrisonPipeline-Report.pdf
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